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In the 3rd Quarter of 2006, what originally began as an retail survey in co-belligerence, from a 

relational point of  view, has now blossomed, over this period of time,  into an infrastructure project: 

the prospective “Lamu_Douala Economic Development Supercorridor. Reviewing it with the 

benefit of hindsight, it  has become a  project of post-conflict reconstruction, having national and 

regional significance. It is now dubbed a 2030 Vision project, but in actual fact is an old idea, mooted 

in early 1970’s, its feasibility study being completed in 1975, but has been gathering dust on the 

shelves since. 

Basically it involves building another transport corridor, the Second Transport Corridor(STC),  to 

complement the Mombasa,Nairobi, Kitale Lodwar Lokichokio route, namely the Northern Transport 

Corridor(NTC). The STC will begin in Lamu, through Isiolo, branch off there into two forks, one to the 

north east, through Moyale to Addis, and the other, to the north west, through Maralal, joining the 

NTC in Turkana, at a place called Lokichar, then on through Lodwar to Lokichokio, then on to Juba in 

Southern Sudan, and beyond . All this is part of a wider scheme to create a landbridge, the Great 

Equatorial Trans African Landbridge(GETAL),  from Lamu on the Indian Ocean waterfront, to Douala in 

Cameroon, on the Atlantic Ocean water front. The prognosis is essentially to open up what we at the 

moment are calling the Lamu_Douala Economic Development Supercorridor. The whole idea is to 

unveil, and network, the richest piece of realty in the world. Specifically given the epithet: the 'Black 

Hole of Africa',  this lucrative chunk of African real estate includes the Great Lakes Region of 

Africa(Kenya, Uganda,Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and the DRC), the Horn of Africa(Ethiopia, 

Somalia and Southern Sudan) and Central West Africa(Cameroon, Congo Brazzaville,  Central 

African Republic and Chad). Lamu, being the deepest natural harbour on the continent is the key, 

expecting to dock in there, the next generation of shipping, the 200,000 tonners, and it will have a 

quay, at the moment projected to be up to, if not surpassing, 10 km long.  Isiolo is going to be the 

logistical, commercial and operational hub, and will be the centrepiece. 

Our company, Santiza International, was commissioned by the Isiolo Branch of the Kenya National 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with a vision of  surfing the crest of emerging global financial 

trends, and procure funds for the proposed Isiolo Resort Eco City Project (and even beyond), as the 

logistical, commercial, and operational hub of the Second Transport Corrridor - a component of the 

greater Lamu_Douala Economic Development Supercorridor. In 1960s, Kenya's GDP actually 

surpassed that of South Korea, and our civil service was held up by the World Bank as a model, 

including to Great Britain itself ,that was forced to use it as a model for reform. Kenya has to reclaim 

her role as a core state, that we were in the sixties, when our per capita income exceeded that of any 

the 'Asian Tigers' today. Though most companies make the most return on their investment in Africa, 

we have since been badly outpaced. Our President, as we are well aware, inaugurated this whole idea 

of Lamu as the gateway of the Second Transport Corridor, way back when he was the Finance 

Minister in the ‘70’s, and is keen to make it a part of his legacy.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Co-belligerence
http://www.jubilee-centre.org/document.php?id=48
http://blog.7071group.com/?p=97


Our ideas are inspired by mega infrastructure projects around the world, including Europe and North 

America. By how today the European countries have merged into a thriving economic community of 

25 countries with a population of over 450 million served by 15 major ports on the Atlantic and nine 

on the Mediterranean, all interconnected by a massive railway network with a well regulated seamless 

cross-border interoperability. How in North America, American and Canadian transcontinental lines 

enabled states and provinces respectively, to forge a federation and confederation that are today 

reflected in the US and Canada. How the St. Petersburg - Vladivostok line played a role in forging the 

country Russia is today. Likewise, the Lamu_Douala line can impact the 'Black Hole of Africa'.  

 

We are looking at a futuristic mode, and hope, with absolute expectation, to inaugurate a world class 

'supercorridor' artery, which we project to include high speed rail transport, a huge super highway, 

four football-fields-wide, through the heart of the Africa. A supercorridor is a proposed new type of 

transportation infrastructure that uses swaths of land up to 1,200 feet (370 m) wide to carry parallel 

links of freeways, rails, and utility lines. The freeway portions are divided into two separate elements: 

truck lanes and lanes for passenger vehicles. Similarly, the rail lines in the corridor would be divided 

among freight, commuter, and high-speed rail. Services expected to be carried in the utility corridor 

include water, electricity, natural gas and petroleum, plus fiber optic lines and other 

telecommunications services. 

 

Supercorridors bypass traditional national borders instead using inland ports known as "smartports". 

Border guards and customs officers would check the cargo at these inland ports.  

Last but not least, the whole idea behind a Second Transport Corridor(STC), apart from saturation, 

and congestion of the Northern Transport Corridor(NTC), is security concerns. As the NTC saturates, 

as it will by 2012, when we are due for our next election, if we do not have an alternative 'safety' 

Valve, then the post election insurgency of 2008, may look like child's play in comparison to what may 

arise from the economic meltdown. Doing a road retail survey of the NTC earlier this year, we 

discovered that from Kapenguria to Lodwar, there simply is no road, it has dilapidated out of neglect. 

Roving bands of militias, young men, well armed, infest, one can only proceed onward under armed 

escort; it is perplexing that such a major African artery can be in a state of disrepair.   

The whole idea is of the enactment of a 'quiet'(qualifying the peaceful nature of changes that go 

largely unnoticed) revoloution. Our socio-economic and ideological universe is exemplified only by a 

reality of deep tribalism, that is connected to a large-scale system of patronage and corruption, in 

which the state, bureaucracy, public funds only exist for the furtherance of the immorality of control 

politics that is characterised by a people that have not yet learned,as yet, to govern themselves.     

 

 The thesis, is that with international capital in disarray, as per the current global financial crisis, 

African countries are well placed to with the necessary presence of mind, seize the opportunity of this 

‘good’ global crises, to usher in , ‘something new’, and streak out of their perennial economic crises. 

With the decline of the Anglo Saxon economic model ,in the same manner that the post World War II 

era saw the demise of colonial empires, it is now opportune to reverse Africa’s downward spiral, by 

purposively engaging, emerging trends in the global financial revoloution.                                        

In the same way that the unlocking of the dominant US currency stronghold has had ramifications in 

the world economy, Africa, anchored from Kenya - given its strategic geopolitical position, is well 

placed to take advantage of the tectonic shifts in global economic fortunes, and accelerate its 

emergence on to the world stage as a competitor/player.  

 

 

 



Whatever may look good on paper, needs to move into praxis. The immediate task, in conjuction with 

the Treasury, is to take the practical steps to be taken towards beginning to achieve the enactment of 

this paradigm shift, and get this project substantively moving. First and formeost, is to register and 

regularize our unsolicited bid for the project under the prevailing legal, institutional and policy 

framework, and that process is underway with Treasury, just awaiting ratification – the greenlight to 

carry on. Next, is to engage prospective interested parties(our investment partners), some of whom 

are already online with the holistic capacity to study, design, build and manage the entire project, with 

sufficient financing, management and technical expertise, and are just waiting for the official 

greenlight to proceed -  to kick off all the necessary preliminaries. We therefore, need to have clear 

visionary, objectives regarding the  goals of the program at this stage. 

 The Treasury’s regulatory involvement is critically required because we need to  demonstrate 

government commitment to our investment partners -  that the program is REAL,  not your average 

AFRICAN TYPE PROJECT (which means the government is not just pursuing some temporally 

expedient  white elephant. Conventional wisdom is  that  projects in Africa are  just a waste of time 

because they only present ideas and plans, with little or no action. In that vein , due to our temporal 

limitations, we have to consider the modern day slave driver – time. As we struggle to conceive of a 

state outside time. We have to act within time, to fulfil the purposes of our destiny. If we can measure 

our work through tasks accomplished, and not be prone to assuming the mere passage of time as 

having autonomous monetary value, we can reassert our sovereignty as a nation, and redeem the 

time of our lost historical opportunities. 

We project the eco city to be state of the art, and indeed are looking at competing with Dubai, Sun 

City etc. As a visible anchor, we are introducing the  establishment in Isiolo, of an International 

Financial Institution, which we will call the Third World Bank, but will actually be the Group of ’77 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry(G77CCI) Bank. The feasibility study for this bank was done in 

’98  by Kenya Government with Kenyan experts, under the auspices of the Ministry of Trade, and a 

copy is in my possession.  This whole idea is to have an alternative to the IMF, which was 

unconscionable, by the Second Quarter of 2008, but with the unfolding manifestation of the global 

financial crisis on the continent, presents a viable modality for an African contribution to the 

restoration of global financial stability. 

The future development of Isiolo is embraced in the 2030 Vision, which envisages Isiolo transformed 

into a 21st Century resort city. Via Isiolo, a new modern standard guage railway line will link Nairobi to 

Addis Ababa, and another line will link Lamu to Juba in Sudan, Douala in Cameroon, and N’djamena in 

Chad. The same line will branch at Garissa to link  the new port of Lamu with Nairobi.  Thence, Isiolo 

will be effectively positioned as a future junction city of the proposed regional railway newtork, 

coupled with the development of Lamu as Kenya’s second seaport to complement Mombasa. Kenya is 

earmarked to become the regional transportation hub, with a comprehensive spectrum of waterfront 

facilities, linked to the hinterland by a modern standard guage railway network. The effect is to make 

Isiolo the second biggest railway city after Nairobi, and it will now be poised to become a regional 

commercial, logistics, and operational  hub, offering vast opportunities of value added services. While 

the studies proposed by Government will offer useful information and a sense of direction, Isiolo’s 

development will invariably depend on private commercial initiatives, such as is commissioned by 

KNCCI, Isiolo branch - albeit with Government facilitation and regulation (under the Public Private 

Partnership[P3/PPP] policy framework basis) - to enable potential investors to position themselves 

with sufficient  business and strategic intelligence, so as to take advantage of timing of events and 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

http://www.g77.org/nc/journal/sepnov97/12.htm
http://www.g77.org/doc
http://www.g77.org/nc/journal/1-98/15.htm
http://www.g77.org/nc/journal/1-98/16.htm
http://www.g77.org/summit/ProgrammeofAction_G77Summit.htm
http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/resurgence/2009/224/cover4.doc
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